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Summer 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you had a lovely Easter.
Attached is an overview of the topics we will be covering in Reception this summer term: Growing and Farming and Pirates. 
Please continue to upload any home learning photos to Tapestry so they can be shared with the class. 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of a few of the expectations that we have at Malborough in Reception:
· Reading Records – Your child must have their reading record in school every day. Please sign their reading record any time you have read with them and ensure it is signed weekly. We encourage children to read every day at home to support phonics and fluency.
· Coats – Please ensure your child has a coat in school.
· PE & Swimming - This term our children will have the opportunity to swim and we are just finalising the swimming timetable and will share this with you as soon as possible. Please can we ask that children continue to wear their PE kits to school on a Tuesday and have their kit in school for a Friday. Please ensure your child has the correct kit: navy blue/black shorts, a red t-shirt, a dark tracksuit, jumper and trainers, appropriate for the weather.
· Playtime Snacks – Reception children are provided with free fruit, but you are welcome to send in an additional healthy snack if you wish. The children are also offered milk to drink. 
· Toys from home - A gentle reminder for children to keep toys at home so they do not get lost within the classroom or become a distraction from learning. 
Key dates and events are written below and appear on our weekly newsletter.
As always, many thanks for your continued support. 
Kind regards, 
Mrs Miller 

Class 1 Teacher

Curriculum Overview Summer Term 2025-26
Reception

The roots to grow, the wings to fly.
All within the love of God.

	[image: ]Summer 1 topic - Farming and Growing 

	[image: ]Summer 2 topic - Proud Pirates! 


	English
For the first half of the Summer Term our focus texts will be Jack and the Beanstalk and Oliver’s Vegetables.  

For the second half, the focus texts are The Treasure of Pirate Frank and The Big Picture Atlas

The children will use their phonic knowledge to sound out words to spell and apply these to a range of contexts. They are encouraged to use a grapheme mat to help them find the correct letters to spell. 

Children in Reception are developing sentence writing using capital letters, finger spaces between words and full stops. 

	Maths
In the summer term we will be looking at counting to 20 and beyond, noticing patterns when orally counting. The children will focus on counting up to 20 objects with one-to-one correspondence, making sure to carefully count one object at a time. 

We will compare and measure using non standard units and use comparative language. 

The children will explore the composition of numbers 5 and 10 using different practical resources to show this. 

Throughout we will practise correct number formation of numbers 0 - 10.
	Phonics 
In the summer term we will practise applying phase 3 digraphs and trigraphs as well as reading phase 4 words with consonant blends. By the end of the summer term, the children will be secure with their phase 2 and 3 sounds. The children will continue to sound talk and blend new words, reading these within sentences and practise spelling them. 
The children are introduced to new tricky words (green set) and will need to be able to read these automatically. 
The weekly focus phonemes and tricky words will be sent home in their reading records. Please look at these with your child. 

	Handwriting 
We continue to progress through the Little Wandle handwriting scheme. The children have completed all lower case letters and are now moving onto a new booklet containing capital letters. Children will focus on the size difference between capital and lower case letters and when to appropriately use them. 

Full details of the formation phrases used to form the letters can be found on Tapestry in the ‘documents’ sections. 

Strong emphasis is on children using the correct tripod grip to hold a pencil when writing and be sat in the correct upright position.
	PE
In PE the children will develop their agility, balance and coordination, understanding what they mean and why they are important. They will travel in different ways and learn to play team games, focusing on participation. 

They will also start swimming as the weather improves and learn about water safety, develop water confidence and focus on floating.




	Understanding the world 
Within Farming and Growing the children will explore how plants start from seeds and what they need to grow. They will talk about where food comes from in relation to animals and plants and understand that not all food comes from their local environment. We will use our senses to explore different fruits and vegetables. 

In Proud Pirates we will look at travellers of the past, develop map reading and directional skills. The children will explore floating and sinking and different materials to create their very own pirate ship! 

	Religious Education 
 The children will talk about which stories are special and why and places that are special to them.

We will also reflect on significant religious events such as Pentecost. 

	Expressive Arts and Design 
Creating with 3D materials and observational drawings of plants. The children will sing and perform songs learnt throughout the year focusing on pitch and rhythm. 

In summer 2 they will plan and build structures, designing a pirate ship using suitable waterproof materials. 

Throughout both topics, the children will have multiple opportunities to make with different materials and express their ideas through art, dance, music and construction. 
	Personal, social and emotional development 
Across the summer term the children will understand the importance of keeping themselves safe through healthy diets and brushing teeth. 

The children will talk about growing and changing by reflecting on their development this year and special moments. 

Focus will be on physical health and mental wellbeing 




	Forest School

Class 1 will have Forest school every Monday. Please ensure your child has wellies, a waterproof coat, waterproof trousers and warm clothes to wear. 

	Dates for the term

	[bookmark: _Hlk227836402]Tuesday 28th April
	SEND Coffee Afternoon

	Monday 4th May
	MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

	Tuesday 5th May
	Y3 Extended Day Visit

	Friday 22nd May
	Whole School & Class Photos

	Friday 22nd May
	BREAK-UP FOR HALF-TERM

	Monday 1st June
	BACK TO SCHOOL 

	Friday 19th June
	Sports Day

	Wednesday 17th June
	Y4 Residential

	Wednesday 24th June
	Y6 Residential

	Friday 17th July
	Year 6 Leavers’ Service in church at 9.15am 

	Friday 17th July
	BREAK-UP FOR THE SUMMER HOLIDAY
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